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E-FILED 

Tuesday, 20 October, 2015 02:27:25 PM 
Clerk, U.S. District Court, ILCD 



IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 
URBANA DIVISION 



Amarah Coleman, Alexis Smith, Taylor Tuck, ) 

Nia Oden, Sarah Livingston, Taylor Gleason, and ) 
Jacqui Grant, ) 

) 

Plaintiffs, ) 

) 

v. ) 

) 

The Board of Trustees of the University of ) 

Illinois Urbana-Champaign, a Body Politic and ) 

Corporate, Mike Thomas, Matt Bollant, and ) 

Mike Divilbiss, ) 

) 

Defendants. ) 



DEFENDANTS’ MOTION TO DISMISS 



Case No. 15-cv-02146 
Hon. Colin Stirling Bruce 
Magistrate Judge Eric I. Long 



Defendants The Board of Trustees of the University of Illinois, Mike Thomas, and Matt 
Bollant, through their undersigned attorneys, hereby respectfully submit Defendants’ Motion to 
Dismiss Plaintiffs’ Complaint pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 12(b)(1) and 12(b)(6), and in support 
thereof state as follows: 

1. Plaintiffs have brought claims against the Defendants under: 42 U.S.C. §§ 1981 
(“Section 1981”) and 1983 (“Section 1983”); Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
(“Title VI”); and the Illinois Civil Rights Act, 740 ILCS 23/5. 

2. Plaintiffs’ Section 1981 claim must be dismissed because Section 1981 does not 
provide a private right of action against state actors. 

3. Plaintiffs’ Section 1981 and Section 1983 claims must also be dismissed because they 
are barred by the Eleventh Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, which gives state 
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entities sovereign immunity, and further because Plaintiffs fail to state a claim upon 
which relief can be granted. 

4. Plaintiffs’ Title VI claim must be dismissed because Title VI does not permit claims 
to be brought against individual defendants and because Plaintiffs have failed to state 
a claim against the Defendant Board of Trustees upon which relief can be granted. 

5. Plaintiffs’ claim under the Illinois Civil Rights Act must be dismissed because the 
statute does not provide for claims against individual defendants. The Court should 
also dismiss this state law claim as duplicative of Plaintiffs’ Title VI claim, and 
because it lacks supplemental jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. § 1367. 

Defendants The Board of Trustees of the University of Illinois, Mike Thomas, and Matt Bollant 
have contemporaneously filed a Memorandum of Law in Support of this Motion to Dismiss, 
which is incorporated herein by reference. 

WHEREFORE, Defendants The Board of Trustees of the University of Illinois, Mike 
Thomas, and Matt Bollant respectfully request this Court dismiss Plaintiffs’ Complaint in its 
entirety and with prejudice, together with such other relief as this Court deems equitable and just. 



Dated: October 20, 2015 



Respectfully submitted, 
KAYE SCHOLER LLP 



By: /s/ Z. Scott 

Zaldwaynaka L. Scott 
Emily Newhouse Dillingham 
Kaye Scholer LLP 
70 W. Madison St., Suite 4200 
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Chicago, IL 60602-4231 
(312) 583-2300 
Fax: (312) 583-2360 
Email: z.scott@kayescholer.com 

emily .dillingham @ kayescholer.com 

Attorneys for Defendants 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

On October 20, 2015, 1 electronically submitted the foregoing document with the clerk of 
court for the U.S. District Court, Central District of Illinois, using the electronic case filing 
system of the court. I hereby certify that I have served all counsel of record electronically or by 
another manner authorized by Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 5(b)(2). 

By: /s/ Emily Newhouse Dillingham 
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E-FILED 

Tuesday, 20 October, 2015 02:33:02 PM 
Clerk, U.S. District Court, ILCD 



IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 
URBANA DIVISION 

Amarah Coleman, Alexis Smith, Taylor Tuck, 

Nia Oden, Sarah Livingston, Taylor Gleason, and 
Jacqui Grant, 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

The Board of Trustees of the University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign, a Body Politic and 
Corporate, Mike Thomas, Matt Bollant, and 
Mike Divilbiss, 

Defendants. 



DEFENDANTS’ MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF MOTION TO DISMISS 



Case No. 15-cv-02146 



Hon. Colin Stirling Bruce 



Magistrate Judge Eric I. Long 
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